 Purpose and Tone
   Authors write from their personal point of view when we read we can feel the thoughts, feelings, and opinions of author. That point of view is reflected in 

 • The purpose of a piece of writing—to inform, 

to persuade, or to entertain

 • The tone: the expression of attitude and feeling. (Page 329)

   Three common purposes for writing: 

1. To inform—to give information about a subject. 

Example: “Eating food between two slices of bread—a sandwich—
is a practice that has its origins in eighteenth-century England.” 

2. To persuade—to convince the reader to agree with the author’s point of view on a subject. 

Example: “There are good reasons why every sandwich should be made with whole-grain bread.”

3. To entertain—to amuse and delight; to appeal to the reader’s 
senses and imagination. 

Example: “What I wanted was a midnight snack, but what I got was better—the biggest, most magical sandwich in the entire world.”
   Tone

     Tone is expressed through the words and details the writer selects. Just as a speaker’s voice can project a range of feelings: anger, sympathy, hopefulness, sadness, respect, dislike, and so on.

   Words That Describe Tone
Reflects a feeling or judgment:

	admiring
	cruel
	loving

	affectionate
	curious
	playful

	amused
	defensive
	praising

	angry
	doubtful
	respectful

	apologetic
	encouraging
	self-pitying

	ashamed
	excited
	serious

	calming
	forgiving
	sorrowful

	caring
	frightened
	sympathetic

	cheerful
	grateful
	threatening

	conceited
	humorous
	tragic

	concerned
	insulting
	warm

	critical
	joyous
	worried


More words that describe tone—with their meanings:
	ambivalent
	uncertain about a choice

	arrogant
	full of self importance; conceited

	bewildered
	confused; puzzled

	bitter
	angry; full of hate

	compassionate
	deeply sympathetic

	depressed
	sad or discouraged

	detached
	emotionally uninvolved

	disbelieving
	unbelieving

	distressed
	suffering sorrow; misery or pain

	hypocritical
	false

	impassioned
	filled with strong feeling

	indignant
	angry about something unfair or mean

	instructive
	teaching

	ironic
	meaning the opposite of what is expressed

	lighthearted
	happy and carefree

	matter-of-fact
	sticking to the facts

	mocking
	making fun of and/or looking down upon something

	nostalgic
	longing for something or someone in the past


	objective
	not influenced by feelings or personal prejudices

	optimistic
	looking on the bright side of things

	pessimistic
	looking on the gloomy, unfavorable side of things

	pleading
	begging

	prideful
	full of pride or exaggerated self-esteem

	remorseful
	guilty over a wrong one has done

	revengeful
	wanting to hurt someone in return for an injury

	sarcastic
	sharp or wounding; ironic

	scheming
	tricky

	scornful
	looking down on something or someone

	self-mocking
	making fun of or looking down on oneself

	sentimental
	showing tender feelings; romantic; overly emotional

	solemn
	involved with serious concerns

	straightforward
	direct and honest

	superior
	looking down on others

	tolerant
	respectful of other views and behavior; patient about problems

	uncertain
	doubting


    Irony 

      When writing has an ironic tone, it says one thing but means the opposite.  E.g.:  

· After seeing a terrible performance in a movie, someone might say about the actor involved, “Now there’s a person with a great chance for an Oscar.”
· While standing in a long, slow line at a supermarket or bank, you might say to people in line with you, “My, this is exciting.”
