             Inferences

      Discovering the ideas that are not stated directly in writing is called making inferences, or drawing conclusions. (Page 283)

Guidelines for Making Inferences in Reading (page287)

1 Never lose sight of the available information. 

As much as possible, base your inferences on the facts. For instance, in the paragraph about Watson’s experiment, we are told, “Albert tried to stroke the rat.” On the basis of that fact, we can readily conclude that the baby had 
no fear of rats. 

2 Use your background information and experience to help you in 
making inferences. 

Our understanding and experience with babies, for example, help us realize 
that Albert was frightened of unexpected loud noises.    

3 Consider the alternatives. 

Don’t simply accept the first inference that comes to mind. Instead, consider 
all the facts of a case and all the possible explanations. 
